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LETTEES OP GENEEALS DANIEL MOEGAN AND 
PETEE MUHLENBEEG. 

CONTRIBUTED BY GEORGE W. SCHMUCKER. 

[The following interesting letters, addressed to Colonel Taverner 
Beale, of Virginia, were found among his papers by our contributor. 
Prior to his service in the militia, under General Daniel Morgan, Colo- 
nel Beale had been an officer in the Eighth Virginia Line, and resigned 
in March of 1777.] 

" Winchester 7th of June, 1781. 
" Dr Sir, 

" I am directed by the Legislature of Virginia to raise a 
Brigade of Volunteers for the term of three months for the 
immediate defence of this state which is threatened with 
immediate destruction except we can make head and stop 
the progress of the enemy. They have given me ample 
powers to appoint officers for that purpose and have sent me 
a number of commissions to fill up as I think proper. Colo. 
Triplett I bave appointed to raise a Brigade below the Ridge 
in Fauquier and Loudon, Colo. Darke in Berkeley and 
Hampshire, Colo. Smith in Frederick and Shendoe, will 
you undertake to raise what men you can in your County 
and join Colo. Smith. The matter is just this, if we do not 
make head and oppose the enemy they will destroy us. — 

" My dear sir, delay no time on tbis occasion our all de- 
pends on our exertions, please communicate success in this 
matter to Colo. Smith from time to time, all this must be 
performed in a few days, I have now taken the field. 

" I am sir your 

" obed't servt 

"Dan Morgan. 

" Colo. Taverner Beam." 
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" Camp before York, Octob'r 2d, 1781. 
" My dear Sir : 

" Capt. Ludemann wrote you some time ago by my direc- 
tion, informing you of the arrival of the French fleet. I 
expected we should have had you down among us to enjoy 
a sight both interesting and entertaining. We are now 
encamped within sight of York and our works are carrying 
on within 900 yards of their works. The cannon are roar- 
ing continually and in about four days more we shall have 
120 cannon and 20 mortars playing upon them ; in short by 
the 13th I hope Lord Cornwallis and his army will be in 
our possession. — Now, sir, let me turn back a little to the 
time when you left us — As soon as we had certain intelli- 
gence that the French fleet was off the Coast, it was appre- 
hended that the enemy would attempt to escape by crossing 
James River, I was therefore sent with full powers to collect 
Militia, destroy Bridges, Mills, &c. in short to throw every im- 
pediment into his Lordship's way I possibly could. — When 
I returned I was ordered to the command on the Lines with 
400 Regulars 400 Riflemen and 1400 Militia. There I re- 
mained until we marched to this place. During the time I 
was in the Lines we took about twenty of Tarleton's men and 
confined him so closely to the town, that he was compelled 
to give over dashing. The Commander in Chief expressed 
his entire approbation of my conduct and in terms that 
flattered my ambition. The army is at present arranged in 
the following manner. The first Brigade of Light Infantry, 
with the Riflemen and Cavalry on the right — Commanded 
by Gen. Muhlenberg. The 2 Brigade of Light Infantry by 
Gen'l Hazen. The Pennsylvania Line and Gaskin's Reg- 
iment by Wayne. Marylanders next by G'l Gist. Jersey, 
New York and Rhode Island next by Gen'l Clinton. The 
French Army comprise the left wing. In our March from 
Williamsburg to this place I had the advance with my Bri- 
gade, the Cavalry and Riflemen. As I know it will give 
you pleasure I shall just tell you that there never was more 
Harmony subsisted in any Corps than in mine at present 
and that I am established in the Command, not only by the 
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Order of the Commander in Chief, but with the best wishes 
and congratulations of every officer in it. The reasons of 
some Manoeuvres you shall know when I see you. 
" I am, Dr Sir, 

" Yours Affectionately, 

" P. Muhlenberg. 

" P. S. By a letter just rec'd from Gen. Greene we are 
informed that a most obstinate and bloody action has been 
fought to the Southward. The Enemy had 700 killed and 
wounded and we took 400 prisoners. Colo. Washington is 
wounded and taken, and report says that our Friend Camp- 
bell is killed." 

" Montgomery, Feb'y 4th, 1799. 
" My dear Sir : 

" I have accidentally met with Mr. Jordan in the City, 
who handed me your favor of the 29th of December last. 
I am sorry to inform you, that it was not in my power to 
render any service, or to assist Mr. Jordan in prosecuting 
his claim. 1 The truth of the matter is — When an Old Claim 
is presented especially for Military Services, obstacles with- 
out number arise on every side ; & Congress is so much 
engag'd in Creating New Debts, that they have no leisure 
to Contemplating the payment of old ones. 

" You may easily conceive that not having heard from 
you for a considerable length of time, the sight of a letter 
from you would give me pleasure, but this pleasure is 
doubled when I read your description of Situation &c. 
Shadd — Rock — Pike — Trout — Deer — Cyder & Brandy — 'tis 
very well. But have you somebody — or anybody to assist 
you in catching the fish — or tapping the Cyder ! as to Deer, 
I remember you could hardly kill one in Shennandoa when 
you were young, & spry, & therefore I conjecture they are 
in no great Danger from you at the present time. This 
accounts for your wishing to have me alongside of you. 
You know (though you would never own it) that I am a 

1 Captain John Jordan, formerly of Colonel Benjamin Flower's Artil- 
lery Artificers, Continental Line. 
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better marksman than you are, and as to fishing you never 
disputed the pre-eminence with me. Tour plan therefore 
certainly is that I shall head the Hunting & Fishing Depart- 
ment and leave the Government of the Cellar to you. 

" "What an Idea ! What an excellent Group in prospec- 
tive ! Can it be realized ? I believe not — for I just now 
call to mind that the Pike in the Ohio are much larger 
than those with you — and tho' the Pike in Jackson's River 
are larger than those in Perkiomen, still they are not so 
sweet. 

" But before I fill my paper let me say a word or two 
relative to Family affairs. I am not in the present Con- 
gress, but a Member of Congress Elect. Next October the 
time of Governor Mifflin expires, and a new Governor is to 
be chosen. I am strongly solicited by the Republican, as 
well as German party, to declare myself a Candidate. But 
I can not get my own consent, and I would rather resign 
my seat in Congress, than step one inch further in the way 
of promotion. Perhaps I am growing old — perhaps my 
nerves are weak. But I think I can without a Spirit of 
Divination foresee troublesome times when ' The Post of 
Honor is a private Station.' 

" With regard to politics I shall say nothing — not that I 
am afraid anything should slip from my pen, that would 
subject me to the penalties of The Sedition Laws. But 
because it would require volumes to make only an abridge- 
ment. I shall only say the Old Tories are singing Halle- 
lujah, and the old Proverb is fast verifying, Every Dog has 
his day. 

" I still live at the Trapp in the house my father lived 
when you were here. Mr. Swaine lives in the first house 
below me where Colo. Patton lived. He keeps store and is 
a Magistrate. He and his Wife are both very well. But 
they have had the misfortune to lose all their Children and 
no probability of retrieving the loss. 

"My family consists of my Wife and myself, Harry, 
Hetty, Peter, Mary Ann, and Frank. 

" Harry is still one of the Senior Lieutenants in the Corps 
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of Artillery, and for the present stationed at West Point. 
Hetty has for six years past been, and still remains with 
her Grandmother in Philada. The other three are with 
me. As to my future prospects I have already hinted, that 
I am heartily tired of Politics. I have 10,000 acres of most 
excellent land on the Sciota. I have been there twice, & 
there I wish to spend the remainder of my days, only a few 
considerations prevent my moving this Spring. My mother 
is still, living and protests. My mother in law is also living 
and as my wife is the only remaining child she has, she 
joins the protest agt the separation, tho' neither want my 
assistance ; my mother in law particularly, as she has the 
whole estate in hand, and adds to it considerably every year. 
My wife joins in affectionate & respectful compliments to 
Mrs. Beale & the family. 
" I am, Dear Sir 

" Yours Sincerely, 

"P. Muhlenberg." 



